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Note: I have been compiling select bibliographies on Biofuels, Land Rights in Africa and Global Land 
Grabbing for the past 5 years. My prime motive was to attempt to arouse awareness of what I regard 
as a very dangerous phenomenon with likely extremely serious long-term consequences for small-
scale farmers across Africa. I’m delighted to note that awareness has certainly been raised - in the 
media, in research institutes and pressure groups, in international NGOs and, increasingly, among 
academics. We are now seeing some serious books being published on both land grabbing and 
biofuels. With new material appearing at such a rapid rate, my fears of a dangerous conspiracy of 
silence have long abated. So this will definitely be my last round of bibliographies. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

The contents of this bibliography of press cuttings have risen over the past 18 
months from 103 to 157 pages!   
 
As outlined above, it is divided into:  

 Global  

 Africa general  

 37 individual African countries or regions (Algeria – Zimbabwe)  

 Middle East general  

 Asia general  

 10 individual Asian countries  

 Latin America general  

 5 individual Latin American countries.  
 
I have divided it this way for ease of use, with the focus always on Africa.  
 
It is not surprising to see that, among African countries, Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Mozambique, Sudan / South Sudan and Tanzania are the top scorers, with Ethiopia 
comfortably taking the gold medal and Tanzania the silver!  
 
But recent months have seen an increase in coverage of Cameroon, Liberia, Sierra 
Leone and Uganda. Vigorous promotion of palm oil is a feature in the three West 
African countries, with the Oakland Institute applying pressure in Cameroon and 
Sierra Leone. 
 
There are interesting articles on the growing unease over India’s role in land 
grabbing in Africa, especially Ethiopia, and cautions about Indian attempts at large-
scale agricultural operations in Africa.  
  
The global cuttings in recent months cover, inter alia: 

 continuing pressures on the EU to alter its stance on biofuel quotas (June and 
July 2013);  

 concerns about the future of smallholder farmers (4 June 2013); 

 controversies over land grabbing statistics, e.g. the Land Matrix (10 June 
2013);   

 increasing awareness of the linked issue of water (January, February and 
March 2013);  

 pension funds and land grabbing (March and April 2013). 
 
By and large The Guardian, in its environment and global development pages, 
provides the most sustained, serious and critical coverage of the issues to which 
this, and the two other select bibliographies, are devoted.   
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GLOBAL 
 
GRAIN, Food crisis and the global land grab 
http://farmlandgrab.org/ 

 
The Guardian Biofuels page 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/biofuels 

 
The Guardian Land Rights page 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/land-rights 

 
‘Biofuels from food crops to be capped following MEPs’ vote’, The Guardian, 11 July 
2013 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/jul/11/biofuels-food-crops-capped-meps-vote/print 

 
‘The fuss over intensified farming’, IRIN News, 10 July 2013 
http://www.irinnews.org/printreport.aspx?reportid=98391 

 
‘Agrofuels “ruinous” for environment and communities’, Public Service Europe, 25 
June 2013 
http://www.publicserviceeurope.com/article/3639/agrofuels-ruinous-for-environment-and-communities 

 
‘EU votes on crucial cap on biofuels made from food crops’, The Guardian, 19 June 
2013 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2013/jun/19/eu-votes-biofuels-food-crops/print 

 
‘U.S., Malaysia lead worldwide “land grabs”’, IPS, 19 June 2013 
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/22236 

 
‘The G8’s great land-grab’, EU Observer, 11 June 2013 
http://blogs.euobserver.com/jacobs/2013/06/11/the-g8s-great-land-grab/ 

 
‘NGOs Target Financial Investment in Farmland’, Triple Crisis, 11 June 2013 
http://triplecrisis.com/ngo-target-financial-investment-in-farmland/print/ 

 
‘Land Matrix partnership launches second phase of its Global Observatory on large 
scale land acquisitions’, International Land Coalition, 10 June 2013 
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/view/22192 

 
‘Eight ways to solve world hunger’, The Guardian, 8 June 2013 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2013/jun/08/eight-ways-solve-world-hunger/print 

 
‘Land grabs across developing world must be stopped’, Irish Examiner, 4 June 2013 
http://www.irishexaminer.com/sport/racing/land-grabs-across-developing-world-must-be-stopped-
233155.html 

 
‘UK MPs call for transparency on land deals to protect smallholder farmers’, The 
Guardian, 4 June 2013 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2013/jun/04/british-mps-land-deals-smallholder-
farmers/print 

 
‘When land gets grabbed, do women get sidelined?, CGIAR, 3 June 2013 
http://wle.cgiar.org/blogs/2013/06/03/when-land-gets-grabbed-do-women-get-sidelined/ 

http://farmlandgrab.org/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/biofuels
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/land-rights
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/jul/11/biofuels-food-crops-capped-meps-vote/print
http://www.irinnews.org/printreport.aspx?reportid=98391
http://www.publicserviceeurope.com/article/3639/agrofuels-ruinous-for-environment-and-communities
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2013/jun/19/eu-votes-biofuels-food-crops/print
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/22236
http://blogs.euobserver.com/jacobs/2013/06/11/the-g8s-great-land-grab/
http://triplecrisis.com/ngo-target-financial-investment-in-farmland/print/
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/view/22192
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2013/jun/08/eight-ways-solve-world-hunger/print
http://www.irishexaminer.com/sport/racing/land-grabs-across-developing-world-must-be-stopped-233155.html
http://www.irishexaminer.com/sport/racing/land-grabs-across-developing-world-must-be-stopped-233155.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2013/jun/04/british-mps-land-deals-smallholder-farmers/print
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2013/jun/04/british-mps-land-deals-smallholder-farmers/print
http://wle.cgiar.org/blogs/2013/06/03/when-land-gets-grabbed-do-women-get-sidelined/
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‘Migration is expulsion by another name in world of foreign land deals’, The 
Guardian, 29 May 2013 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2013/may/29/migration-expulsion-
foreign-land-deals?INTCMP=SRCH 

 
‘Addressing land rights can make social change possible’, The Guardian, 23 May 
2013 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development-professionals-network/2013/may/23/land-rights-
partnerships-social-change/print 

 
‘G8 should implement the CFS Tenure Guidelines rather than launch a new initiative 
aimed at transparency in land transactions’, La Via Campesina and others, 15 May 
2013 
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/22083 

 
‘Encouraging pension funds to divest from land grabbing activities’, Blue & Green 
Tomorrow, 22 April 2013 
http://blueandgreentomorrow.com/features/encouraging-pension-funds-to-divest-from-land-grabbing-
activities/ 

 
‘Land “grabs” expand to Europe as big business blocks entry to farming’, The 
Guardian, 17 April 2013 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2013/apr/17/land-grabs-europe-big-business-
farming/print 

 
‘Protecting land rights with Wikipedia-style maps’, Thomson Reuters Foundation, 11 
April 2013 
http://www.trust.org/item/20130411072900-l50vz?view=print 

 
‘World Bank: Access to Land is Critical for the Poor’, This Day, 11 April 2013 
http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/world-bank-access-to-land-is-critical-for-the-poor/144610/ 

 
‘Jatropha: it boomed, it busted, and now it’s back’, CGIAR, 10 April 2013 
http://wle.cgiar.org/blogs/2013/04/10/jatropha-it-boomed-it-busted-and-now-its-back/ 

 
‘World Bank to Strengthen Focus on Land Rights’, IPS, 8 April 2013 
http://www.ipsnews.net/2013/04/world-bank-to-strengthen-focus-on-land-rights/ 

 
‘Pension funds join forces to invest in farmland’, Reuters, 6 March 2013 
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/21745 

 
‘Land-grabbing firms beware: cost of ignoring people’s rights is rising’, The Guardian, 
18 February 2013 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2013/feb/18/land-grabbing-firms-
peoples-rights/print 

 
‘Corporations, investors “grabbing” land and water overseas’, Mother Nature 
Network, 12 February 2013 
http://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/wilderness-resources/stories/corporations-investors-grabbing-land-
and-water-overseas 

 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2013/may/29/migration-expulsion-foreign-land-deals?INTCMP=SRCH
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2013/may/29/migration-expulsion-foreign-land-deals?INTCMP=SRCH
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development-professionals-network/2013/may/23/land-rights-partnerships-social-change/print
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development-professionals-network/2013/may/23/land-rights-partnerships-social-change/print
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/22083
http://blueandgreentomorrow.com/features/encouraging-pension-funds-to-divest-from-land-grabbing-activities/
http://blueandgreentomorrow.com/features/encouraging-pension-funds-to-divest-from-land-grabbing-activities/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2013/apr/17/land-grabs-europe-big-business-farming/print
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2013/apr/17/land-grabs-europe-big-business-farming/print
http://www.trust.org/item/20130411072900-l50vz?view=print
http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/world-bank-access-to-land-is-critical-for-the-poor/144610/
http://wle.cgiar.org/blogs/2013/04/10/jatropha-it-boomed-it-busted-and-now-its-back/
http://www.ipsnews.net/2013/04/world-bank-to-strengthen-focus-on-land-rights/
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/21745
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2013/feb/18/land-grabbing-firms-peoples-rights/print
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2013/feb/18/land-grabbing-firms-peoples-rights/print
http://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/wilderness-resources/stories/corporations-investors-grabbing-land-and-water-overseas
http://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/wilderness-resources/stories/corporations-investors-grabbing-land-and-water-overseas
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‘To be expected: Faulty land matrix database does academic…’, Oil for Food, 11 
February 2013 
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/21636 

 
‘The Global Farmland Rush’, Michael Kugelman, New York Times, 5 February 2013 
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/06/opinion/the-global-farmland-rush.html?_r=2&&pagewanted=print 

 
‘Global land grab brings investment risk, communities react to economic harm, rights 
abuses’, RRI, 4 February 2013 
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2013-02/bc-glg013013.php# 

 
‘Investors wary of going back to the land’, Offshore Corporate News Source, 27 
January 2013 
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/21577 

 
‘Chinese firms and Gulf sheiks are snatching up farmland worldwide. Why?’, The 
Washington Post, 26 January 2013 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2013/01/26/chinese-firms-and-gulf-sheiks-are-
grabbing-farmland-worldwide-why/ 

 
‘Corporate land grabs reveal a hidden agenda: controlling the water’, AlertNet, 24 
January 2013 
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/21597 

 
‘Investors look to plough cash into farmland’, Euromoney, 23 January 2013 
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/21552 

 
‘Anti-hunger campaign “If” launches with call for G8 to act’, The Guardian, 23 
January 2013 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2013/jan/23/anti-hunger-campaign-if-g8-act/print 

 
‘Investors plant funds in farmland’, Financial News, 21 January 2013 
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/21544 

 
‘Big rally held in Berlin against industrialized farming’, Press TV, 20 January 2013 
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/21546 

 
‘First Global Assessment of Land and Water “Grabbing” Published in National 
Journal’, UVA Today, 15 January 2013 
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/21533 

 
‘Ethics and Agriculture’, Project Syndicate, 14 January 2013 
http://www.project-syndicate.org/print/agricultural-investment-or-third-world-land-grab-by-peter-singer 

 
‘A Parched Future: Global Land and Water Grabbing’, 3 Quarks Daily, 7 January 
2013 
http://www.3quarksdaily.com/3quarksdaily/2013/01/a-parched-future-global-land-and-water-
grabbing.html#more 

 
‘Food, Fuel, and the Global Land Grab’, Lester Brown, The Futurist, 47, 1, January – 
February 2013 
http://www.wfs.org/futurist/january-february-2013-vol-47-no-1/food-fuel-and-global-land-grab 

 

http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/21636
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/06/opinion/the-global-farmland-rush.html?_r=2&&pagewanted=print
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2013-02/bc-glg013013.php
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/21577
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2013/01/26/chinese-firms-and-gulf-sheiks-are-grabbing-farmland-worldwide-why/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2013/01/26/chinese-firms-and-gulf-sheiks-are-grabbing-farmland-worldwide-why/
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/21597
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/21552
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2013/jan/23/anti-hunger-campaign-if-g8-act/print
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/21544
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/21546
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/21533
http://www.project-syndicate.org/print/agricultural-investment-or-third-world-land-grab-by-peter-singer
http://www.3quarksdaily.com/3quarksdaily/2013/01/a-parched-future-global-land-and-water-grabbing.html#more
http://www.3quarksdaily.com/3quarksdaily/2013/01/a-parched-future-global-land-and-water-grabbing.html#more
http://www.wfs.org/futurist/january-february-2013-vol-47-no-1/food-fuel-and-global-land-grab
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‘Sustainable land grabs? Large-scale land transfers are not a development option’, 
Rural 21, Roman Herre, 6 December 2012 
http://www.rural21.com//nc/english/news/detail/article/sustainable-land-grabs-large-scale-land-
transfers-are-not-a-development-option-0000542/ 

 
‘FAO calls for farmer-centred approach to investment in agriculture’, FAO, 6 
December 2012 
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/165816/icode/ 

 
‘Fund farm buying “only just begun” – even at $40bn’, Agrimoney.com, 5 December 
2012 
http://www.agrimoney.com/news/fund-farm-buying-only-just-begun---even-at-$40bn--5298.html 

 
‘The Global Farms Race and the quest for food security’, Foreign Policy, 5 
December 2012 
http://blog.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2012/12/05/the_global_farms_race_and_the_quest_for_food_secu
rity 

 
‘FOOD: Spotlight on “land grab” deals’, IRIN News, 14 November 2012 
http://www.irinnews.org/printreport.aspx?reportid=96783 

 
‘Involving local farmers is key to success of foreign investment’, FAO, 13 November 
2012 
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/164259/icode/ 

 
‘The Future of Finance is in…Farming. For Real’, Institutional Investor, 8 November 
2012 
http://www.institutionalinvestor.com/blogarticle/3115153/the-future-of-finance-is-in-farming-for-
real.html 

 
‘Small farmers losing rights due to large-scale land grabs’, Cornell Chronicle, 23 
October 2012 
http://www.news.cornell.edu/stories/Oct12/LandGrab.html 

 
‘In a world hungry for biofuels, food security must come first’, Olivier De Schutter, 
The Guardian, 17 October 2012 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2012/oct/17/world-hungry-biofuels-
food-security/print 

 
‘Biofuels: EU weakens proposals to reduce indirect climate impact’, The Guardian, 
17 October 2012 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/oct/17/biofuels-eu-climate-impact/print 

 
‘Biofuels industry does not deserve to be demonised’, The Guardian, 16 October 
2012 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/oct/16/biofuels-industry-demonised/print 

 
‘New EU biofuels law could be last straw for farmers hit by wet weather and rising 
costs’, The Observer, 14 October 2012 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2012/oct/14/farmers-row-over-eu-biofuels-law/print 

 
‘FOOD: Land-grabbing linked with hunger’, IRIN News, 11 October 2012 
http://www.irinnews.org/printreport.aspx?reportid=96521 

http://www.rural21.com/nc/english/news/detail/article/sustainable-land-grabs-large-scale-land-transfers-are-not-a-development-option-0000542/
http://www.rural21.com/nc/english/news/detail/article/sustainable-land-grabs-large-scale-land-transfers-are-not-a-development-option-0000542/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/165816/icode/
http://www.agrimoney.com/news/fund-farm-buying-only-just-begun---even-at-$40bn--5298.html
http://blog.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2012/12/05/the_global_farms_race_and_the_quest_for_food_security
http://blog.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2012/12/05/the_global_farms_race_and_the_quest_for_food_security
http://www.irinnews.org/printreport.aspx?reportid=96783
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/164259/icode/
http://www.institutionalinvestor.com/blogarticle/3115153/the-future-of-finance-is-in-farming-for-real.html
http://www.institutionalinvestor.com/blogarticle/3115153/the-future-of-finance-is-in-farming-for-real.html
http://www.news.cornell.edu/stories/Oct12/LandGrab.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2012/oct/17/world-hungry-biofuels-food-security/print
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2012/oct/17/world-hungry-biofuels-food-security/print
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/oct/17/biofuels-eu-climate-impact/print
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/oct/16/biofuels-industry-demonised/print
http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2012/oct/14/farmers-row-over-eu-biofuels-law/print
http://www.irinnews.org/printreport.aspx?reportid=96521
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‘The Reality About the Land Grab Issue and the World Bank Group’, World Bank, 11 
October 2012 
http://blogs.worldbank.org/voices/node/1535 

 
‘World Bank Rejects Oxfam Call to Freeze Land Investment’, Bloomberg 
Businessweek, 4 October 2012 
http://www.businessweek.com/printer/articles/337400?type=bloomberg 

 
‘International writers and artists warn global land rush is hurting the poorest’, Oxfam, 
4 October 2012 
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/21115 

 
‘Oxfam urges World Bank to freeze land investments’, Reuters, 4 October 2012  
http://af.reuters.com/articlePrint?articleId=AFJOE89300920121004 

 
‘Land acquired over past decade could have produced food for a billion people’, The 
Guardian, 4 October 2012 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2012/oct/04/land-deals-preventing-food-
production/print 

 
‘World Bank Group Statement on Oxfam Report, “Our Land, Our Lives”, World Bank, 
4 October 2012 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/2012/10/04/world-bank-group-statement-oxfam-report-our-land-
our-lives 

 
‘Land-Grabbing’s Global Threat’, Huffington Post, 1 October 2012 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/zester-daily/land-grabbing_b_2054392.html?view=screen 

 
‘People before profit: New video on global forced evictions’, Witness, 27 September 
2012 
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/view/21064 

 
‘Comprehensive guide to responsible investing in commodities launched by WWF’, 
Responsible Investor, 25 September 2012 
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/21053 

 
‘WWF releases groundbreaking guide to commodities investing’, WWF, 25 
September 2012 
http://www.wwf.org.uk/what_we_do/press_centre/?6217/WWF-releases-groundbreaking-guide-to-
commodities-investing 

 
‘The implications of how society regulates ownership of land, fisheries, and forests. 
New international guidelines on land titles and transactions’, Responsible Investor, 
25 September 2012 
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/21055 

 
‘How A Biofuel Dream Called Jatropha Came Crashing Down’, NPR, The Salt, 21 
August 2012 
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thesalt/2012/08/22/159391553/how-a-biofuel-dream-called-jatropha-came-
crashing-down 

  

http://blogs.worldbank.org/voices/node/1535
http://www.businessweek.com/printer/articles/337400?type=bloomberg
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/21115
http://af.reuters.com/articlePrint?articleId=AFJOE89300920121004
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2012/oct/04/land-deals-preventing-food-production/print
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2012/oct/04/land-deals-preventing-food-production/print
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/2012/10/04/world-bank-group-statement-oxfam-report-our-land-our-lives
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/2012/10/04/world-bank-group-statement-oxfam-report-our-land-our-lives
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/zester-daily/land-grabbing_b_2054392.html?view=screen
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/view/21064
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/21053
http://www.wwf.org.uk/what_we_do/press_centre/?6217/WWF-releases-groundbreaking-guide-to-commodities-investing
http://www.wwf.org.uk/what_we_do/press_centre/?6217/WWF-releases-groundbreaking-guide-to-commodities-investing
http://farmlandgrab.org/post/print/21055
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thesalt/2012/08/22/159391553/how-a-biofuel-dream-called-jatropha-came-crashing-down
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thesalt/2012/08/22/159391553/how-a-biofuel-dream-called-jatropha-came-crashing-down
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‘Biodiesel industry dealt a blow by EU policy changes’, The Guardian, 21 September 
2012 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/sep/21/biodiesel-industry-eu-policy-changes 

 
‘Campaigners welcome EU plan to limit crop-based biofuels for transport’, The 
Guardian, 18 September 2012 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/sep/18/campaigners-eu-crop-biofuels-transport/print 

 
‘European biofuel targets contributing to global hunger, says Oxfam’, The Guardian, 
17 September 2012 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2012/sep/17/european-biofuel-targets-contributing-
global-hunger/print 

 
‘EU to limit use of crop-based biofuels – draft law’, Reuters, 10 September 2012  
http://uk.reuters.com/assets/print?aid=UKBRE8890SJ20120910 

 
‘Hungry for Investment. The private sector can drive agricultural development in 
countries that need it most’, Wall Street Journal, 6 September 2012 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390443686004577633080190871456.html  
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