
 

 

 
 

 

Working to Protect and Defend Community 
Land Rights in Africa 

For Mokoro’s upcoming seminar, we look forward to welcoming Rachael Knight, who will share some of the 
experiences and insights she has gained from 15 years working at the forefront of community land rights. 
 
Ms. Knight will begin by explaining the integrated community land protection process that she innovated in 
collaboration with local advocates, including all of the challenges, mistakes, and obstacles in the field that led to 
its creation. She will then discuss her recent research on the impacts of this process on communities in Nepal, 
Mozambique, Uganda and Liberia, two to five years after they completed their community land protection 
efforts. This data will then lead into a discussion of  the forces that undermine local and indigenous land rights, 
and how to better support communities to defend their land claims, regenerate local ecosystems, revitalize local 
culture, and strengthen local land governance.  
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2:30pm Registration 
3:00pm Seminar begins 
4:15pm Questions/discussion 
5:00pm Time for informal chatting/networking 

Refreshments will be provided 

We hope you can join us! 

Click here to register for the seminar by 12 
noon on Wednesday 24 April. 

If you have any questions, please email Liam Bluer 
from Mokoro (lbluer@mokoro.co.uk)  

Wednesday 1 May 2019, 3pm 

Quaker Meeting House, 43 St Giles’, Oxford OX1 3LW  

Rachael Knight 

 

Robin Palmer is a recognised Global Land Rights 
Policy Specialist, with a particular focus on 
Southern and Eastern Africa and South-East Asia. 
He worked with Oxfam GB for 20 years, where 
his focus was on land rights, gender, HIV/AIDS, 
livelihoods and food security, and he spent 15 
years as an academic (based mainly in Southern 
Africa) focused on agrarian history. He has 
worked on governance issues, principally in Africa 
and South-East Asia, advising and providing 
programme and advocacy support to civil society 
organisations, governments and donors on global 
land rights issues, including women’s land rights 
and legal issues. He has published extensively on 
land rights and agrarian issues, and is currently 
working on the impacts of global land grabbing, 
whilst also managing the prestigious, Mokoro-
hosted Land Rights in Africa website. 

Robin Palmer (Chair)  

Mokoro 

Rachael Knight is an attorney with expertise in 
land tenure security, access to justice, and legal 
empowerment of the poor. She helped to found 
Namati, a global legal empowerment organization 
helping the disadvantaged to understand, use, and 
shape the law. She served as Director of Namati’s 
Community Land Protection Programme from 2012
-17, and as Senior Advisor from 2018-19. Together 
with land rights advocates across Africa, she co-
created an integrated model of community land 
protection that is now practiced around the world. 
Previously, she was Director of the International 
Development Law Organization’s Community Land 
Titling Initiative, and worked as a consultant for 
FAO from 2004-16, where she authored a study on 
best practices for legal recognition of customary 
land rights in Africa. She has also written various 
books and guides for community land protection 
advocates and activists.  
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